[Congenital nephrotic syndrome].
In strict sense, the term "congenital nephrotic syndrome" (CNS) refers to those cases of the nephrotic syndrome in which clinical symptoms, e.g. massive proteinuria, hypoalbuminemia and oedema are present at birth. However, the term is often extended to babies presenting with nephrotic syndrome before 3 months of age in whom proteinuria is likely to be present earlier, before the signs of the nephrotic syndrome become clinically manifest. The most common and probably the most severe type of CNS is the congenital nephrotic syndrome of the Finnish type (CNF), which is considered as the prototype of CNS. On the basis of this syndrome the clinical course, diagnosis and complex treatment strategy are described. A well-documented case of Denys-Drash syndrome - a rare type of congenital nephrotic syndrome is also presented.